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… and Indiana’s in the Bottom 10 again



www.indianacitizen.org

2018: 49.3%
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2016: 58.3%
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National American History 
Test of Adults: 
 The state of Indianaranked 41st
 64% got an F grade
 14% got a D grade
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RECOMMENDATION #2:As we head toward the 2020 elections, Indiana should aspire to increase voting turnout 
substantially, with the goal of moving from the Bottom 10 to the Top 10 of states.
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Mobilize a statewide effort to increase turnout by 20%, connected to a digital registration platform that will provide as much unbiased information about the 2020 candidates and issues as we can put there.
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One More Voice
Register to Vote in Indiana

More

One More Voice
Register to Vote in Indiana

More

Snapchat Image Primary Audience Snapchat Story Primary Audience
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Billboard

30 Second Radio Spot: Register
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• We raised more than $500,000 during 2020• Our OMV campaign ads were shown more than9 million times across Facebook, Snapchat and connected TV• Created first-of-its kind virtual ballot with candidate profiles from Governor to the school board level
www.indianacitizen.org



With no elections in 2021, how do we contribute?Answer: accountability journalism
www.indianacitizen.org
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Bill Theobald, Janet Williams 
& Kevin Morgan with
1st place award
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 HSFF $75k grant, plus Mills $5k challenge, Ann Stack $20k
 mix of paid and earned media
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Paid media
 billboards: 247,000/day
 TV ads/social media: 1,461,589 impressions
 radio ads: 528,665 impressions
 Indianapolis Recorder/WISH town hall meeting
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Earned media
 radio, TV, print interviews
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(September, 2021) 
INDY STYLE 
APPEARANCESEPTEMBER 14, 10:20AM
WISH-TV 
APPEARANCESSEPTEMBER 13, 5PM & 6PMSEPTEMBER 14, 5AM VIRTUAL TOWN HALL ON WISHTV.COM SEPTEMBER 15  - 150 PAGEVIEWS
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Despite a record turnout in 2020, we dropped from 41st to 46th

2020: 60.6%
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18-24
VOTING (2012) 36.4%
VOTING (2016) 43.0%
VOTING (2020) 38.8%
REGISTRATION (2012) 48.2%
REGISTRATION (2016) 57.6%
REGISTRATION (2020) 48.3%



 Candidate profiles connected to virtual ballot 
 Funding for racial justice reporter ($75,000)
 Cover local government redistricting
 Produce short “your vote matters” videos for HS students through Humanities grant 
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 Most extensive coverage of Secretary of State race
 Continue Statehouse coverage w/StatehouseFile– special focus on anti-democracy legislation, e.g., “election security” bills
 Build investigative reporting team ($100,000)
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Indiana DROPPEDfrom 43rd to 48th37.4% v. 46.5% (national)1,880,755 (’22) v. 2,308,258 (’18)



Evansville 20%
Ft. Wayne 30%
Indianapolis 24%
South Bend 22%

www.indianacitizen.org



 Mayors hold office with fewer than 15% of voters, or worse
 Citizens don’t accept the outcome
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“Knowledge/information is power”- (Bacon/Jefferson)Support local journalism
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 End gerrymandering
 Voting policies
 Should office be elected? If so, partisan?
 Move municipal elections to presidential year
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 Automatic voter registration
 Same-day voter registration
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 No-excuse absentee voting
 Vote centers
 Longer voting hours



– County surveyor, coroner– State and county treasurer, auditor– Why are judges, sheriffs and prosecutors partisan?– Why should elections be controlled by a partisan?– For goodness sakes, don’t make school board elections partisan!
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