@ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

A Discussion with the American
Association of University Women,
Indianapolis Branch

January 11, 2023

Bill Moreau

Co-Founder & President
bill.moreau@indianacitizen.org
317.370.1505

www.indianacitizen.org



@ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

!

Beverley Stone
Purdue Dean of Students Purdue Dean of Students
1974-1980 1980-1987



¢ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

The rankings
are IN ...

INDIANA BAR T INDIANA UNIVERSITY %
FOUNDATION WORTIES D
'N

Government

IUPUI




@ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

Table 1. Voter Registration and Voting in Indiana: Comparison from 2010-2018

MIDTERM ELECTION YEAR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR

2010 2014 2018 2012 2016

Rank Rate Rank Rate Rank  Rate Rank Rate Rank Rate

43rd 65.1%  30th 64.9% 37th 653% 37th 71.3%  40th 68.8%

REGISTRATION

... and Indiana’s in the Bottom 10 again

www.indianacitizen.org
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INDIANA’S CIVIC HEALTH: A De

Voter Registration and Turnout

er Dive

Chart 1. Indiana Voter Tumout During Midterm Election Years 1574 - 2018

N/ 2018: 49.3%

TBTE BT

— e Despite a record
turnout in 2018,
we finished 43rd

www.indianacitizen.org
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INDIANA’S CIVIC HEALTH: A Deeper Dive

Voter Registration and Turnout

We weren’'t much

Chart 1. Indiana Voler Tumoul Du

better in 2016,
41st

t 2 Indlana Voter Turnoul During Presidential Election Years 1973 - 20068

2016: 58.3%

d 413t placing in the

www.indianacitizen.org
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We're not showing up,
and we're not well-informed

www.indianacitizen.org
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(r NEWS RELEASE
WXV

FOR RELEASE: Friday, February 15, 2019
w Wilsi) CONTACT: Patrick Riccards {@Eduflack)

recards@woodrow.org | {703) 256-8283

When It Comes to American History Knowledge, Woodrow Wilson
Foundation Finds Only One State Can Pass U.S. Citizenship Exam

Results of New 50-State Survey Finds Only Four in 10 Can Demonstrate
Basic History Understanding, Vermont Only State in Which a Majority Passed

PRINCETON, N.J. — Feb. 15, 2019 — As the nation celebrates Presidents’ Day and a number of states Na tiO n a l A m e rica n HiS tO ry

advance legislation to increase American history requirements for high school graduation, a new

survey of 41,000 Americans conducted by the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
demonstrates why a greater emphasis on American history learning is essential to the nation. The n
Foundation found that in the highest-performing state, only 53 percent of the people were able to eS 0 u ; .

earn a passing grade for U.S. history. People in every other state failed; in the lowest-performing
state, only 27 percent were able to pass.

Among all 50 states and the District of Columbia, Vermonters were the sole group able to pass the
multiple-choice test. Even more disturbing, only 27 percent of those under the age of 45 nationally
were able to demonstrate a basic understanding of American history. Nationally, only four in 10
Americans passed the exam.

“Unfortunately, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation has validated what studies have shown for a century: ”’ e S tate O f I I l dl a I l a

Americans don’t possess the history knowledge they need to be informed and engaged citizens,” WW
Foundation President Arthur Levine said.

N\

/

The survey found only 15 percent of American adults could correctly note the year the U.S. ra n ke d 4 1 S t
Constitution was written and only 25 percent knew how many amendments there are to the U.S.

Constitution. Further, 25 percent did not know that freedom of speech was guaranteed under the First

Amendment, and 57 percent did not know that Woodrow Wilson was the commander in chief during ’

£ % 64% got an F grade
“American history education is not working, as students are asked to memorize dates, events and ’ 0 g g

leaders, which the poll results shows are not retained in adulthood,” Levine said. “Based on our

research, this is not an issue of whether high school history teachers are adequately prepared or ’

whether kids study American history in school. The answer to both questions is yes. This is an issue of ’ ’ 1 4 0 0 t a D ra d e
how we teach American history. Now it is too often made boring and robbed of its capacity to make ’ 0 g g

sense of a chaotic present and inchoate future. Instead, knowledge of American history must serve as
an anchor in a time when change assails us, a laboratory for studying the changes that are occurring

www.indianacitizen.org




@ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

A Need for a Task Force to Study Ways to Improve Civic Education in Indiana

g o
e, and working

RECOMMENDATION #2:

As we head toward the 2020 elections, Indiana
should aspire to increase voting turnout
substantially, with the goal of moving from
the Bottom 10 to the Top 10 of states.

iz hesith,

1 for dislogue and action. we can

www.indianacitizen.org
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Mobilize a statewide effort to increase
turnout by 20%, connected to a digital
registration platform that will provide
as much unbiased information about
the 2020 candidates and issues as we
can put there.

www.indianacitizen.org
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THE INDIANA CITIZEN

THE CROSSROADS OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

For Immediate Release Contact: Ty Gerig
Monday, Feb. 10, 2020 Phone: 317-514-7963

Veteran Journalist to Lead Indiana Citizen Voter Content Development

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indiana Citizen announced today the hiring of veteran journalist Kevin
Morgan to lead its efforts to connect Hoosier voters to unbiased information about the
candidates who will appear on their 2020 general election ballots.

Morgan, who spent nearly three decades as a writer and editor at The Indianapolis Star, began
today as director of digital content.

“We are excited to have Kevin join The Indiana Citizen 1o take on the key role in our efforts to
increase the number of informed, engaged Hoosier voters,” said Bill Moreau, president and co-
founder of the Indiana Citizen Education Foundation with his wife, Ann. “Kevin has a wealth of
experience that will add greatly to our organization’s aspirations to provide Indiana voters vital
information when making their electoral decisions.”

www.indianacitizen.org
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ONE
MORE
VOICE
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Today's Issues Demand My Voice
FIVE

MINDSETS

To When | Vote, I'm Part of Something Bigger

AD D REss The Country Depends on My Vote

| Matter and So Does My Vote

Voting is Easy and Efficient

www.indianacitizen.org
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Snapchat Image Primary Audience Snapchat Story Primary Audience

Make That Voice Yours.

REGISTER

More

www.indianacitizen.org
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Billboard

Make That Voice Yours.

REGISTER TO VOTE
AT ONEMOREVOICE.COM

30 Second Radio Spot: Register

www.indianacitizen.org
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Most States Have More Work to Do to Catch Up to November 2016 Registration Levels for Newly

Eligible Voters (Ages 18-19)

The difference (%) in the number of young people (ages 18:79) who were regislered Lo vole ineach slate in August 2020 vs. in November 2076,
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Is this how democracy dies?

www.indianacitizen.org
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Despite These Headwinds

e We raised more than $500,000 during 2020

e Our OMV campaign ads were shown more than

9 million times across Facebook, Snapchat and
connected TV

e C(reated first-of-its kind virtual ballot with candidate
profiles from Governor to the school board level

www.indianacitizen.org
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Our Future

With no elections in 2021, how do
we contribute?

Answer: accountability journalism

www.indianacitizen.org
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FHOME ABOUT US YOLUNTEER DONATE COKTACT US

THE INDIANA CITIZEN

The Crossroads ol Civic Engagement

v

Being an Indiana Cilizen starls with registering lovole. Register here or conlirm registralion,

To our readers: Your guide to the Statehouse in 2021

TODAY’S NEWS NEW FROM THE INDIANA DIRECTORY OF
CITIZEN: Redistricting process OFFICEHOLDERS

begins to take shape

Ineliana House Speaker Todd Huston and Senaté President Pro 'Tetn
Rodric Bray are lenlatively plamning on compleling new

THE
sisleisisfi STATEHOUSE
Rrd ., congressional, stale House and state Senale districts...

AR T THE ROOM WHERE IT
' HAPPENED: A decade after

X Indiana’s 2011 redistricting. those
- Ch on the inside still aren’t talking.

www.indianacitizen.org
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HHOME ABDUT Us VOLUNTEER DOKATE CONTACT US

THE INDIANA CITIZEN

The Crossroads of Civic Engasement

v

Beime an Indiana Citizen starts with registering o vole. Register here or eonfiem eeristrilion.

Popular Posts
NEW FROM THE INIMANA
CITIZEN: Redistricling process

NEW FROM THE INDIANA CITIZEN: Redistricting process begins to take shape

Indiana House-Speaker Todd Huslon and Senale President Pro Tem Rodric Bray are lentatively planning on berins ko lake shape
completing new congressional, stale House and stale Senale districls by Ocl, 1.onsing so=called “lezacy™ dald from
he V.S Census Burean [hat will heeome available in mid-Anzusl. Bead Mo

Thie Republican legislative Teaders Taid ol their ideas o their Democratic connlerparts, Hoase Minority Leader
Phil GiaQninta and Senale Minority Leader Gres Tavior. in a mecling held bate Wednesday allernoon in the Senale
Republican Cancns mecling room in the Indiana Slatehouse.

Twi people who allended (he meetine peovided e lollowing information on backeround becanse Lhey were nol
arthorized W speak for Huslon or Bray.,

The LS, Census Burean dala [rom the 2020 census, delaved by the coronavirus pandemie, will come in a [ormal
similar o thal used in the redistricling processes in 2ootand 2o, The Legislative Services Azency will reformal
he legaey data so thal map-drawing ean begin by Sepl. 1.

The Hanse and Senale election commillees will hold poblic hearings in carly Ansusl—weeks helore proposed new
mapsare released. The dales, number and locations of the hearings have nol been delermined.

House and Senale memberswere asked Lo provide the exact locations of their homies 1o LSA, consistenl with pasl
praclice.

www.indianacitizen.org
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Bill Theobald, Janet Williams

= & Kevin Morgan with
15t place award

www.indianacitizen.org
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How does gerrymandering
impact Hoosiers of color?

www.indianacitizen.org



@ THE INDIANA CITIZEN

Racial Justice Requires Fair Maps
(RJRFM) campaign

» HSFF $75k grant, plus Mills $5k challenge,
Ann Stack $20k

* mix of paid and earned media

www.indianacitizen.org
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RJRFM campaign (cont'd)

Paid media

billboards: 247,000/day

TV ads/social media: 1,461,589 impressions
radio ads: 528,665 impressions
Indianapolis Recorder /WISH town hall
meeting

www.indianacitizen.org
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Racial Justice Racial Justice Racial Justice
. A

t--;

ial gerrymandering at IndianaCitizen.org Learn about racial gerrymandering at IndianaCitizen.org

Racial Justice

Learn about racial gerrymandering at IndianaCitizen.org

Racial Justice
Requires Fair Maps.

Racial Justice Racial Justice

andering at IndianaCitizen.org Learn about racial gerrymandering at IndianaCitizen.org

www.indianacitizen.org
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RJRFM campaign (cont'd)

Earned media

= radio, TV, print interviews

www.indianacitizen.org
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The Indiana Citizen TV Appearances
(September, 2021)

INDY STYLE Bl WISHTV COM8
SEPTEMBER 14,
1 0 : 2 OAM MULTICULTURAL NEWS

‘Racial Justice Requires Fair Maps’
virtual town hall

" WISH-TV
iy APPEARANCES

=% SEPTEMBER 13,
| 5PM & 6PM

! " SEPTEMBER 14 '
: ’ VIRTUAL TOWN HALL ON WISHTV.COM
sty REDISTRICTING MAPS TO BE RELEASED THIS WEEK ROC I 5AM SEPTEMBER 15 - 150 PAGEVIEWS

Yon Nunn NDERSON

www.indianacitizen.org
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HHOME ABOUT LS VOLLHTEER [OHATE GORTACT US | Seleel Langhage ™

THE INDIANA CITIZEN

The Crossroads of Civie Engagement

v

Beinge an Indiang Citizen stavks with registering to vole, Register here or confitm registration.

To our readers: Your guide to the Statehouse in 2021

TODAY’S NEWS REDISTRICTING, ROUND 2: At the From Northwestern’s

local level. another chance for Medill School of
1;1 openness and fair maps Teiiraalisii: APrctileat
Oetober 21 2021 The intreduction, passaee aid eoaelinent of new ) .
Jals é”ﬁmn congressional and state lesislative disteicl aaps by Hhe 148 sbile The I“dla"a [:”]IE”
IL‘EIr_.I:Jer.‘!”_" lewishators inaltendance aod ... = Ty P——

In Partnership with WELCOME TO MONROL

TheStatehouseFile.com

COUNTY: Where citizens will be in
charge of redistricting
Oel. 25, 2ok Conlining onr éoverage ol s vears redistricting FDLLGW

process. e Tollowing repoct was sorillen by veleran Bloontine Lon T
Redistricting Resource Center

jonrnalist Steve Hismelelod for The Indiang Cilveen. Bloominglo, ..

www.indianacitizen.org
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#HOME ABOUT US VOLUKTEER DONATE CONTACT U5

THE INDIANA CITIZEN

The Crossroads ol Civie Engagement

v

Bt an Indiana Citiaen starts wilh registering to vole. Register here or conlivm recistralion,

A MOMENT OF TRUTH FOR INDY DEMOCRATS: Will the City-County Council’s redistricting follow the
example of Bloomington or the Statehouse?

The story mizht be Familiar by nosv: The once-a-decade duty of redistricting vests with a leeislative supermajority, and calls for an independoent.
nonpartisan redrawing of district lines ave isnoved. IVs a story thal justplaved onl in the Indiana Statchonse, with a Republican-led jueeernaot resulting

in congressional and legislative districts already criticized as some of the most gerrymandered in the nation.

bix hlocks east on Market Street in the Citv=County Building, the story has a twist: Wsa Democeratic supermajorily that will be in charee of redistrieling,
and its plans remain unclear, Will the Ciby=Connly Council — which went on fecord four years ago in support of an “independent citizen-led commission”

o redeaw the 130 coneressional and state lewislative districts — lake thal approach in redreawing ils invn 25 council disteicts?

The answer Lo the simple ves/ no-guestion {rom the council’s Democeatic leadership. at feast for now. scems o bie: Too soon Lo alk about it Council

districts witl henp for election in 2a273. setting up a proeess that will infold in2o2z2,

Brandon Heroel, the connedl poliey direclor o whom the leadership relerred guestions about redistricting. noted in an email that the conneil only

vecently approved funding for redistricting, 61 to take efféct on Jan. 1.

“Those dollars will hecome available al the beginning of next vear and over the coming weeks and months 1 anticipate the heginning of a conversalion thal

will determine how our community and our Conneil will move forward with our process.” Hergel wrole.

www.indianacitizen.org
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2021 INDIANA
CIVIG HEALTH INDEX " _-i

&

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
NORTHWEST

b e Ropantie

N

IUPUI <) Government

www.indianacitizen.org
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Avtcmatic Zame- rrestricted sl i T
Moter dzp Worer Absenies Redigvcing Progess l'“ R __”.Lljlj,,.,
Registrazich Feigszation Wotne ki el e
Lagislative/Congras-
e ¥ ¥ Y sional Redistristing i ¥, 2 hours
Commigsion
¥ T ¥ Y A ¥ M
Mon-Patrtisan Stafi
M i Y ¢ 2 ¥ ¥, 3 hours
(Legislative Sarvices)
State Lagislature
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ fariEan By ldsing Apnor- N N
tanment Comnission)
M o Y T State Legislature i i
i il M Y Y State Lagislature i i ||
M Y Y gT State Legislature ¥ Y, 3 hours
N M ] ] State Legislature H H

www.indianacitizen.org
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in 1882 and was Tollowed by many years
in 2014 - the lowest in the 44 years. In

The highest rats of midterm election turnout
of lower participation rates, including a 35 1% r
2018, the voter turnout rate surgsd to 49.3%, an increass of 14
in voter turnout moved Indiana from 47th I A to 43rd in 2018, Despits

pmained i thi bottom 15% of all 1 on the messure of voter furnout

b ower the 2014 rate. This increase
@ iImprovement in rank

Indiara 1

5 in Presidentinl year-elactions
years since 1972 Indiana’s voter tumout rate fell below the national average during six |8) of
lection years. approximated the national average in two | ection perfods, and exceeded
76 only

Chart 2 reveals o pattern of below national sverage voter participation raf

in the 4
n {10}
the national average in 1372 and 2

Chart 2. Indlana Voter Turnout During Presidential Election Years 1972 - 2020

2020: 60.6%

1997 1096 2000 2004

wWTE 1976

WU Ay

Despite a record

turnout in 2020,

we dropped from
15t to 46

.’)'t

www.indianacitizen.org
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Chart 2. Voting and Registration in Presidential Blection Years in Indiana

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEARS
201E

VOTER REGISTRATION 3fth T1.3% A0th 6B 8% 39th 69.3% 1 8 2
VOTING 38th 4 aist 58.3% 46th
VOTING (2012) 36.4%
A closer look at Tactors related to vating and voter registration rates suggasts that thesa bahaviers differ VOT I N G 2 O 1 6 4 3 O 0
by age group, residents’ edu nal attainment, and household inoome level during the E [] O

on yeats  Gha nd & show that the rates of aligibls voter participation increase wit

- VOTING (2020) 38.8%

REGISTRATION (2012)  48.2%
e REGISTRATION (2016)  57.6%
e < REGISTRATION (2020)  48.3%

825% E9.0% 682% T33I% T70M 790N

o
&
W

\

REGISTRATION (2020} 3 51 B4.8% EB.8% 6TE% TEO% Bli4k T3.5%

n Indiana, amang 85 to T4year-olds, 77.8% voted In the 2020 Preskdentlal Blection comparted with
48 2 f 18-to 24-year-olds. The voter turnout rate rose over 2012 levels for all but two ags groups — the
4 and the 55-64 age groupa

§  REGISTERTO vgre_:—-—-"“

R St e asesie st

www.indianacitizen.org
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Plans for 2022

= Candidate profiles * Most extensive coverage of
connected to virtual ballot Secretary of State race

= Funding for racial justice =~ ® Continue Statehouse
reporter ($75,000) coverage w/StatehouseFile

— special focus on anti-

= Cover local government el
democracy legislation, e.g.,

redistricting ) . w1
Prod b . election security” bills
ro uceis .grt yfour vote * Build investigative reporting
matters” videos for HS team ($100,000)
students through

Humanities grant

www.indianacitizen.org
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TODAY'S NEWS

T
I Partnership with
TheStatehousefile.com

oo beull conmentanry:
Haokcomb, neither pocte
LHIT st

EEAD LOAE

v

IndianaProSPJ

2021 Award Winner

DID REDISTRICTING MAKE A
DIFFERENCE? Amid Democratic
strength elsewhere. Indiana’s deep
red election retimrns leave
reformers disconraged.

Pl Fallbpadies, repiert was wridlen by Ifiaa joorealsg Sacy Thick

i The lendiian Citixen, Soncemder o, 2oz While-Begualdicans

asTisg e tambry somvesd Fewer ckecloral viviories...

BIG STATEHOUSE WINS FOR
REPUBLICANS: Secretary of State-
clect Morales and continning
supermajorities in redrawn Senate
and Touse distriets

Perprlalicogis kil Hsiv ik on e Smlmme Statelmnme Tacalby o
¥ ] e |

THE INDIANA CITIZEN

THE CROSSROADS OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

ez e Bisthiom © Stieen stars wills registering lo snbe Besivier bore or confirm regisbritim

WHY YOUR VOTE
MATTERS: MINI-
DOCUMENTARIES FROM
THE INDIANA GITIZEN
AND INDIANA
HUMANITIES

e B e

WHY YOUR VOTE
MATTERS: THE TELL CITY
MAYDR'S RAGE

FOLLOW

ROKITA WATCH

www.indianacitizen.org
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How did we do in the 2022
midterm elections?
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Indiana midterm
election turnout
drops 20%, with
Marion County near
bottom

~7,2022 | Leslie Bonilla Muniz, Indiana Capital Chronicle

www.indianacitizen.org
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Indiana DROPPED

from 43rd to 48th

37.4% v. 46.5% (national)
1,880,755 (22) v.
2,308,258 ('18)

www.indianacitizen.org
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2023 is a Municipal Election Year

Evansville 20%
Ft. Wayne 30%

Indianapolis 24%
South Bend 22%

www.indianacitizen.org
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What happens when very low turnout
and a very close election coincide?

= Mayors hold office with fewer
than 15% of voters, or worse

= (Citizens don't accept the outcome

www.indianacitizen.org
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What Can Be Done?

“Knowledge /information is power”

- (Bacon/Jefferson)

Support local journalism

www.indianacitizen.org
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What Can Be Done Through
Public Policy Choices?

* End gerrymandering
= Voting policies
= Should office be elected? If so, partisan?

= Move municipal elections to presidential year

www.indianacitizen.org
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End gerrymandering by
enacting independent
redistricting commissions

www.indianacitizen.org
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Voting Policies

= Automatic voter = No-excuse absentee
registration voting

= Same-day voter = Vote centers
registration
" Longer voting hours

www.indianacitizen.org
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Should office be elected?
If so, partisan?

— County surveyor, coroner

— State and county treasurer, auditor

- Why are judges, sheriffs and prosecutors partisan?

- Why should elections be controlled by a partisan?

- For goodness sakes, don’t make school board
elections partisan!

www.indianacitizen.org
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Move municipal elections
to presidential year

www.indianacitizen.org
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We're watching democracy die.
So what are we going to do
about it?

www.indianacitizen.org



